.12 gauge garrote

In this room, standing on this chair, I feel educated.  Fourteen years of schooling, endless extra curricular lessoning, all of it cumulating in one fantastic thought:

I, unlike most people, know the size of the wire I am going to strangle myself with.  It’s a .12 gauge.

Gauge is a device for measuring the diameter of a wire in fractions of an inch, the basic unit of length in the English system.

I know it is a .12 gauge because I can read.  You see, rolling it in my hands, winding it tightly about them, I can feel the difference between this garrote and those marketed with other gauges, .09 or .14 for example, but I have never empirically tested the truth of the statement.

It never really mattered to me.  This Garrote, marketed as jazz light gauge, produced wonderful tone, a sound that really highlighted the characteristics of my archtop guitar.  Whether or not this particular garrote is .12 gauge, as its manufacturer claims, was never really important to me.

But for some reason, as I stand here, it becomes a point of fascinated curiosity.

Now, if you will excuse me, I really must depart.  

